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International conference 

“DEVELOPMENT OF EARLY PALEOZOIC BIODIVERSITY: 
ROLE OF BIOTIC AND ABIOTIC FACTORS, AND EVENT CORRELATION” 

(IGCP Project 503) 
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POST- CONFERENCE FIELD EXCURSION IN THE GORNY ALTAI, RUSSIA, 

June 30 – July 11, 2008  
 

FIRST CIRCULAR 
 
Organizers 
 
Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences (SB RAS) 

Institute of Petroleum Geology and Geophysics, SB RAS (IPGG SB RAS) 

Interdepartmental Stratigraphic Committee of Russia (ISC) 

IGCP Project 503 – "Ordovician Paleogeography and Paleoclimate" 

Subcommission on the Ordovician Stratigraphy (SOS) of the International Commission on 
Stratigraphy  
 

Subcommission on the Silurian Stratigraphy (SSS) of the International Commission on 
Stratigraphy  
 
 
Sponsors 
 
Russian Academy of Sciences  

Presidium of the Siberian Branch of Russian Academy of Sciences 

Russian Foundation for Basic Research (RFBR) 

Scientific Research Program № 18 of the Presidium of RAS «The Origin and Evolution of the  
Biosphere» 
National IGCP Committee of Russia 

Siberian Regional Interdepartmental Stratigraphic Committee (SRISC) 



 
Subjects emphasized in the conference and field trip: 

1. International Ordovician and Silurian Stratigraphic Scale  
2. Zonal scales and the problem of their correlation   
3. Bio- and sedimentary events 
4. Paleogeographic and paleoclimatologic reconstructions 
5. Sedimentary basins and environments 

 
 
General schedule (dates are tentative and could be changed due to the Scientific Committee 
    members propositions)
29.06.08  Arrival in Novosibirsk, accommodation in the hotel, registration for 

excursion in the IPGG, brief introductory information. 
30.06.08 – 11.07.08   Post-Conference Field Trip. Duration – 12 days. 
12.07.08 – 13.07.08  Departure  
 
Costs (in Euros) 
Accommodation (hotel in Novosibirsk)         about 60 Euro (per 1 night and reservation, without  

 breakfast) 
 
Field excursion                                                 575 Euro  
           Accommodation in field camps 
           Field meals 
           Transportation 
           Guide book 
 
Start of the Field excursion from Novosibirsk. Route from Novosibirsk to the first camp in the 
North-Western Altai is about 650 km.  
 
Transport and food 
For transportation in the field there will be the following vehicles: bus, 4WD tracks and jeeps. 
Excursion costs including food supply (breakfast, lunch packages, dinner, beverages). 
 
Clothing and field facilities 
You are advised to bring your field boots, warm sweaters, raincoats, swimming suit, caps, 
hammer and others. Participants will be provided with tents, sleeping bags and other field gear. It 
is planned to stay in four field camps during the excursion, with distances between camps about 
250-450 km. 
 
Weather conditions  
Novosibirsk is situated in the southern part of West Siberia E89 N55. Typical temperatures in the 
Gorny Altai are about +20-250 C (day), rarely +300 C, and +5-150 (night). Occasional rain is 
possible. Heavy dew on the grass in the morning. 
 
Geographical settings 
Low and medium high mountains, taiga, mountain meadows. Exposures are along the river 
banks, on the slopes and tops of hills and mountains, in trenches and quarries. 
 
Geochronology 
All Ordovician and Silurian stages. 
 
Age of most Ordovician stages is dated mainly by graptolites and rarely by conodonts. 
Ordovician regional stages (in Russian terminology – horizons) in Altai are established on the 
basis of graptolites, trilobites and brachiopods.  



As to Silurian stages, Rhuddanian, Aeronian, Telychian and Sheinwoodian stages are recognized 
mainly by graptolites, and in less by conodonts, Homerian and Ludlowian and Pridolian – 
mainly by trilobites and brachiopods, with few conodonts.  
Silurian regional stages (in Russian terminology – horizons) in Altai are established on the basis 
of graptolites, trilobites and brachiopods. 
 
Sedimentary types 

• Oceanic 
• Shelf 

Rocks: 
1. siliceous-terrigenous, 
2.  terrigenous, 
3. carbonate-terrigenous, 
4. carbonate (including reefal) 
Paleogeographycal zones: 
1. near-shore, including rivers’ delta front, 
2. inner shelf, 
3. inner slope of the carbonate platform, 
4. central part and outer slope of the carbonate platform,  
5. deep-water shelf, 
6. continental slope. 

 
Fossils 
Graptolites, conodonts, chitinozoans, radiolarians, trilobites, brachiopods, gastropods, crinoids, 
scolecodons, tabulate and rugose corals, bryozoans, algae. 
 
Cultural program 

1. Kolyvan’ stone working factory founded in 1802. World-famous giant ovoid vases from 
the Remnyov jaspers stored in Paris and Sankt-Petersburg (Hermitage) have been 
produced there at the beginning of 19 century. In XX century they have created the 
mosaic panels decorated Novosibirsk subway stations. 

2. Archeological monuments reflected history of ancient Siberian tribes: 
• The Denisova Cave in the Anui River valley is one of the most ancient dwelling 

places of humans in the Altai Mountains (more than 200 thousand years). It is 
believed to be evidence for the occupation of this territory by early Homo sapiens.  

• Scythians burial mounds. New ways of living and production – nomadic and 
semi-nomadic cattle breeding become wide-spread at the middle of the 1st 
millennia B.C. on the vast territories from Carpathians to Pacific Ocean. Thus, the 
early Iron Age or epoch of early nomads has began. These Indo-Europeans-
nomads spoken one of the ancient Iranian languages were called Scythians. Most 
of them lived in Trans-Urals. Unique artifacts of Scythian culture were discovered 
from the burial mounds in the Gorny Altai. Among them Pazyryk cultural 
heritage (IV-III centuries B.C.). 

3. Teletskoe Lake (“Ataian Baikal”), boat trip. In shape, water and air cleanness Teletskoe 
Lake resembles Baikal. Extension of the lake is 70 km, its area - 22 300 hectare, with 
maximum depths 325 m. Altitude is 436 m. 

 
 
Medical Care 
The participants should have health insurance for the journey. All foreign participants are 
required to bring with them health insurance contracts, for the time of the trip, from the 
insurance company that provide international insurance policy program. This information can be 
obtained from your travel agency. There will be first aid in Novosibirsk, then Barnaul and 
Gorno-Altaisk. You should take along necessary medicine. 



 
Travel and visa information 
The Organizing Committee requires about 1,5 month for preparation of the Invitation Letter to 
obtain VISA and time for posting it by surface mail. Originals of the Invitation Letters will be 
sent by air-mail in the first half of May.  
The participants can get to Novosibirsk directly after the Conference in Moscow (there are 
several flights a day from Moscow to Novosibirsk), or in case they will participate only in the 
Field excursion - flight directly to Novosibirsk via Frankfurt am Mine, Hanover, Beijing, 
Moscow, Sank Petersburg and Seoul.  
 
The Second circular with the registration form and clarification of main topics will be sent in 
November. 
 
 
Contact address: 
Obut, Olga: ObutOT@ipgg.nsc.ru
   Institute of Petroleum Geology and Geophysics, SB RAS 
   Acad. Koptuyg av., 3 
   Novosibirsk, 630090  
   Russia 
   Tel. +7 (383) 333 2431 
   Fax +7 (383) 333 2301 
 

mailto:ObutOT@paleo.ru
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